
Twenty-one development professionals,
including one from South Africa and
another from the Virgin Islands, attended
the Mississippi World Trade Center’s
“Taking On the World” international 
business and trade certification program
held September 15-17 in the Landmark
Building in Jackson.

The two and one-half day course
designed for economic developers and
chamber of commerce directors focused
on the basics of exporting, the impact of
foreign visitors on tourism, multi-modal

transportation, money across borders, 
culture, protocol, helping local firms find
new markets for their products and services
and what resources are available to assist
with formulating an international business

plan. Participants also spent time review-
ing the foreign investment process and
how trade and investment work together
to strengthen the local economy. 

After-hours networking events 
included a wine-tasting and Mexican 
fiesta with salsa dance demonstration.
Instructors traveled from several states to

make presentations and share a wealth 
of international expertise and experience 
in diverse fields. 

“In today’s economy, international
competitiveness is less an option and 
more a necessity. This training was 
offered as a practical guide for economic 
development agencies and others who
assist in global market development. 
Every local developer should be assessing
the feasibility of adding an international
component to his or her existing business
program,” said Barbara Travis, Executive
Director of the MSWTC. Current plans 
call for the “Taking On The World” course
to be offered each year as continuing 
education for economic developers.  

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  
E V E N T  S C H E D U L E

“Taking On the World” Course a Success

V O L U M E  3  •  N U M B E R  3  •  A U T U M N  2 0 0 4

10/31 International Trade Fair
-11/7 Havana, Cuba

11/16-17 Safety & Security 
Trade Show
Vancouver, BC

11/18 MSWTC Annual Meeting
Jackson, MS

11/10 Competitive Strategies 
for the Upholstered 
Furniture Market
Starkville, MS

12/8-10 National Trade Policy 
Conference/SIDO Annual
Charlotte, NC

12/15-19 3rd Round of Negotiations 
for Commodities Purchase
Havana, Cuba

3/8-9/’05 MSWTC Women’s Conference
Biloxi, MS

Call 601-353-0909 for event details.

Early arrivals for “Taking On the World” gather for a kick-off morning photo. MORE PHOTOS INSIDE.   
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Book Jacket Summary: 
A witty and accessible tour de force that is
immersed in the latest economic thinking,
Culture and Prosperity is an indispensable
guide to the world around us and destined 
to become a classic text for understanding 
the politics of globalization.

Guided by the belief that a combination 
of lightly regulated capitalism and liberal
democracy — the American business model —
is not just appropriate for America at the dawn
of the twenty-first century, but a universal path
to freedom and prosperity, the United States 
is an unrivaled colossus seeking to remake 
the world in its own image.

After a decade of successive market
revolutions around the world, beginning with
the collapse of the Berlin Wall and continuing
in countries as diverse as Argentina and New
Zealand, the effectiveness of the market
economy as a route to prosperity and growth 
is not in question, but a more sophisticated
appreciation of the strengths and limits 
of markets is urgently required.

In this new and illuminating analysis
of the nature and evolution of the
market economy, John Kay attacks the
oversimplified account of its operation,
contained in the American business
model and favored by politicians and

business people. He even questions whether 
it offers an accurate description of the success
of the American economy itself.

In an absorbing argument that rewards close
reading, and rereading, Culture and Prosperity
examines every assumption we have about
economic life from a refreshingly new angle.
Taking the reader from the shores of Lake

Zurich to the streets of Mumbai,
from the flower market of San

Remo to the sales rooms at
Christie’s, John Kay reveals the

connection between a nation’s social,
political, and cultural context and its

economic performance.

Author: John Kay
Publisher: HarperBusiness; New York, NY, 2004
WTC Rating: ✰✰✰ (Good narrative, current and relevant examples, not 

bogged down in too much academia for the lay business reader)

ook Review
CULTURE and PROSPERITY
The Truth About Markets: Why Some
Nations Are Rich But Most Remain Poor

ew Advisory Board 
President Named

Emad Al-Turk has been named MSWTC Advisory Board President for
2004-2006 and succeeds Bill Bryan of World Travel Consultants in the
leadership position. Mr. Al-Turk is a charter member of the Mississippi
World Trade Center and has actively participated in its many events, 
conferences and seminars since the organization’s inception.

Al-Turk holds a B.S. and M.S. in civil engineering from the University
of Mississippi and Mississippi State University, respectively, and an M.B.A.
from Millsaps College. Formerly, he was Chief Operating Officer of
Waggoner Engineering, Inc., a leading engineering firm in the southern
region of the United States, for almost fifteen years and was responsible
for the day-to-day operation of the firm. Mr. Al-Turk was also involved 
in the planning, design, construction, administration, and overall project
management and funding for well over $100 million in construction
projects. Currently, he is an independent businessman in the Jackson,
Mississippi, area and serves as Board Chairman for the forthcoming 
traveling tourism exhibition entitled “The Legacy of Timbuktu: Wonders 
of the Written Word.”

Attorney Alan
Moore provides
a comprehen-
sive look into
inter-modal
transportation:
where we are
and where 
we plan to go.

Advisory Board President, Emad Al-Turk (left), and International Business
Development Committee Member, Bo Bilbo (right) enjoy a light moment at
the Mississippi World Trade Center's Summer Luncheon in Jackson at the
Edison Walthall Hotel. P H O T O  G A L L E R Y

Central American
Trade Specialist
Rose Boxx gives
attendees an
entertaining 
lesson on 
the Spanish 
language and 
culture.

Program 
attendees and
staff take some
time at the after
hours fiesta 
reception to 
try out their 
new salsa 
moves.



Members of the World Trade 
Center Association gathered 
in Geneva, Switzerland, in early
October to celebrate the 35th
Anniversary of the organization and to underscore its steadfast
determination to deliver superior services in the promotion 
of international business.

The founding principles of the WTCA — peace and stability
through trade — are as applicable today as they were 35 years
ago. The organization continues building strong networks of
communication and trade and providing development tools
mutually beneficial in the context of globalization. The
Mississippi World Trade Center is one of 300 member
affiliates in 90 countries that benefits from WTCA resources,
training and support and, in turn, makes the information
available to small and medium companies across the state.

Affiliate members are what have made and continue to
make the WTC Association great. It is the spirit 
of a global family and reciprocity that make us unique.
Working together in fostering exchange of ideas and
innovations is vital to global commerce. We have learned 
that we can bridge cultures, strengthen the ties of goodwill,
and work together for mutual business success.

This same family spirit is the one we embrace to help the
WTCA celebrate its 35th Anniversary, and it is what we 
use here at home to help our own member companies
celebrate finding new and expanded opportunities for 
trade and investment around the world.

As international business interest continues to grow in
Mississippi, so does our member base. The companies and
individuals who utilize the services of the Mississippi World
Trade Center have come to realize that what our organization
brings to the table has become a development necessity. They
continue to make recommendations and suggestions for more
services and training topics. Our staff and Advisory Board are
kept busy planning and implementing these changes. However,
as quantity increases, our pledge of quality will always be the
most important aspect of any service we deliver.

If you are an MSWTC member, we thank you for supporting
our efforts to help you become better, more efficient and more
profitable in doing business with other countries. 
If you are not a member of the Mississippi World Trade
Center, what are you waiting for? There’s no time like the
present to learn something new to improve your business,
your community, and yourself.

Sincerely,

Barbara Travis
Executive Director

MSWTC Executive Director 
Barbara Travis

oing Business in 
the Caribbean

The Mississippi World Trade Center recently hosted an educational seminar
detailing past, present and future trade relations with the Caribbean and
Cuba. Sponsored and coordinated by the Mississippi Development
Authority's International Trade Office, speakers focused on new opportunities
for trade in the two regions. Representatives from approximately twenty-five
Mississippi companies attended the half-day seminar with discussion topics
ranging from the politics to the payment processes of exporting. 

Enrique Hurtado, Senior International Trade Specialist at MDA, kicked the
program off with a general overview of the opportunities in the Caribbean
and noted that Mississippi exported $90.28 million worth of goods to the
region in 2003. “Those goods included mineral fuel/oil, fabrics, woven apparel,
wood, and meat,” Hurtado said. John S. Kavulich, Jr., President of the U.S.
Cuba Trade and Economic Council, gave a brief history on U.S./Cuba relations
and the future of trade between the countries. Additional presenters represented
firms that facilitate international trade.
They included Crowley Liner Service, the
Port of Pascagoula, and Regions Financial
Corporation who outlined the services
their organizations provide and how they
can assist in the export process. For a copy
of the presentations from this seminar,
contact Enrique Hurtado at 601-359-5766
or at ehurtado@mississippi.org.

Enrique Hurtado delivers an
informative speech on Cuba and
the Caribbean Region

LETTER FROM THE

xecutive 
Director

uncheon Features 
Eastern Mediterranean

The Mississippi World Trade Center held its Summer Luncheon and 
Advisory Board meeting at the Edison Walthall Hotel in downtown Jackson.
Approximately sixty luncheon guests were treated to a small taste of Middle
Eastern music, culture and ambience as they walked through the entrance door
and were seated at tables decorated with indigenous products and currency. 

Keynote speaker Sherwin Pomerantz, President of Atid EDI in Jerusalem,
delivered a powerful presentation on the “Business and Politics of the Eastern
Mediterranean: A View From the Inside”. Pomerantz has represented trade and

investment interests in the Middle East for
the states of Delaware, Georgia, Illinois,
Indiana, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and
Pennsylvania. He identified Turkey, Israel,
Jordan, Dubai, and Qatar as growing
economies and “hot” sectors for export and
explained why they are eager to do business
with U.S. firms. He also fielded questions
from attendees regarding potential for 

business connections with Mississippi firms and accompanying security issues. 
Janice Jordan, an instructor for Millsap’s College Community Enrichment

programs, provided music and entertainment for the luncheon with a brief
history and demonstration of Middle Eastern dance. 

Prior to the luncheon, the MSWTC Advisory Board met to hear reports 
from the organization’s five standing committees: International Education;
International Business Development; Technology; Inter-modal Transportation;
and International Tourism, Recreation, & Culture. Each is chaired by an
Advisory Board representative and is open for participation by any MSWTC
member. For details or to become active on any of these committees, contact
Ann Atkins at (601) 353-0909 or by email at aatkins@mswtc.org.

Guest Speaker Sherwin Pomerantz
and MS Representative Erik Fleming
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To promote

international trade,

investment and tourism

through technology

and a global network

of business, governmental,

and educational partners.
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