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 Seminar 
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 Vancouver, Canada 
 

3/17-22 Israel Multi-Industry  
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4/10-12 STEP Up to Exporting:   
 Gulf Coast Trade Alliance  
 Biloxi, MS 
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events schedule  

The Mississippi World 
Trade Center hosted its 
2011 Annual Meeting & 
Business Leadership 
Awards Luncheon at the 
Hilton Jackson on 
Thursday, December 8.   
 

The Havana String 
Quartet captivated the 
audience with their  
feature performance.  
These students from 
Havana, Cuba currently 

serve as the official Graduate String Quartet in Residence at the Univer-
sity of Southern Mississippi. 
 

The highlight of the event was a tribute to five outstanding 2011 award 
recipients.  The prestigious Tozzoli Award for Distinct International Busi-
ness Leadership was presented to Joe Frank Sanderson, Jr., Chairman 
of the Board and CEO of Sanderson Farms, Inc. in Laurel, MS.  The 
award is named for Guy Tozzoli, New York World Trade Center Asso-
ciation founder and three-time Nobel Peace Prize nominee, the award 
honors outstanding Mississippians who have attained national and inter-
national success while steadfastly remaining loyal to and headquartered 
within the state. 
 

Additional honorees who received special recognition for their organiza-
tional support and international work were: Arnie Williams, MS Power 
Company - ñExport Advocate of the Yearò; Dr. Lokesh Shivakumaraiah, 
Mississippi State University - ñExcellence in International Educationò; 
William S. ñBillò Mendenhall, Baker Donelson, PC ï ñMSWTC 2011 
Member of Distinctionò; and Dr. Jay Dean, University of Southern Mis-
sissippi and MS Opera ï ñExcellence in Global Arts & Culture.ò   
 

A brief report on the yearôs accomplishments from Board President John 
Hendrix preceded the his passing the gavel to President-Elect Liza 
Looser, Chairman & CEO of the Cirlot Agency.   

 

Photos from the event are featured on page 4. 

Awards 
2011 ANNUAL MEETING &             

LUNCHEON 

2011 Award Recipients 

 

Wishing You a Happy & Prosperous New Year! 



Intermodal, Interconnected - 

The World Beckons  

2011 Intermodal Transportation Conference 

The Mississippi World Trade Center and the Mississippi Water Resources Association (MWRA) hosted ñIntermodal, In-
terconnected -  The World Beckonsò 2011 Intermodal Transportation Conference on November 8-10, 2011 at the Grand 
Hotel & Conference Center in Natchez, MS.   
 

Companies from across the state participated in this exciting and informative program with a dynamic line -up of 
speakers.  They discussed pertinent trade and transportation issues that directly impact companies and communities 

across the state, the region and the nation.  
 

This three -day conference kicked -off with an opening welcome reception, provided great networking opportunities, in-
cluded a tour of the Port of Natchez and a visit to the historic Dunleith Plantation.  The conference also featured a spe-
cial tribute luncheon honoring Southern District Transportation Commissioner Wayne Brown.   
 

MWRA concluded the conference by honoring Diplomates:  Capt. Robert Engram (Deceased). The tribute was delivered 

by Jeff Ballweber and accepted by Mrs. Robert (Carmen) Engram; Greg Deakle delivered the tribute to Hal Walters; 
Mike Davis delivered the tribute to Edith Sims; Alan Moore delivered the tribute for John Hampton Stennis, whose 
health precluded his ability to attend in person; Harold Burdine (Deceased) was honored by Barbara Travis; Don 

Waldonôs tribute was delivered by Eugene Bishop.  Both Don and his wife Jackie were on hand to accept the award.  

Follow us on Twitter http://twitter.com/MSWTC  

and become a Fan  of the MSWTC on Facebook  

YOUNG ARTISTS SHOWCASE 
The 4th Annual Young Artists Showcase was a resounding success.  This yearôs theme was ñShaping Our 
World for a Greener Future.ò  The showcase provided MS High school students the opportunity to illustrate 
the global impact of supporting sustainable development and why these efforts are important in todayôs world.  
Students were asked to interpret this international theme  through a variety of artistic mediums including paint-
ing, drawing, photography, mixed media and computer graphics.  Sixty students took part in the competition.   
 

After careful consideration, a team of three judges selected three winning designs and eight Honorable Men-
tions.  The judges evaluated entries on the basis of theme interpretation, composition and originality.  Finalists 
were:  1st Place & $200 award-Kacie Ross of Brandon High School; 2nd Place & $100 award-Peter Foster of 
Natchez High School; 3rd Place & $50 award-Janine Musnit of Clinton High School.  
 

The Young Artists Showcase is on display at the Mississippi Arts Center thru De-
cember 2011.  The primary goal of this project was to educate MS youth about 
the importance and value of doing business abroad, to learn about other cultures 
and to involve their talent in the process.  

1st Place -  Kacie Ross ,  Brandon High School 
ñTake the First Stepò 

3rd Place - Janine Musnit  
Clinton High School ñGo Greenò 

          2nd Place - Peter Foster , Natchez High 
School ñShaping Our World for a Greener Futureò 

http://twitter.com/MSWTC
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Jackson-MS/Mississippi-World-Trade-Center/129387140559?ref=search&sid=42806076.3798585983..1

