
The Mississippi World Trade Center held
its Spring Luncheon and second anniver-
sary celebration recently at the Edison
Walthall Hotel in downtown Jackson.
Guests were treated to a special presenta-
tion by Ken Griffin and Michael Barranco
entitled Italy with a Mississippi Twist: Land,
Transportation and Wine focusing on
European-influenced new urbanism proj-
ects at the Ross Barnett Reservoir. The
speakers drew comparisons to duplication
of an Italian sense-of-place and finished
with a mini-wine lesson and interactive
singing toast to the organization and the
new Board of Directors.

During the luncheon, William G. Yates,
Jr., Chairman of W.G. Yates & Sons
Construction, received the MSWTC

Presidential Gavel symbolizing his service
for the 2004-2005 term. Other officers
installed were: Fred Carl, Jr., Viking Range
Corporation, as Vice President; Richard
Hickson, Trustmark National Bank as
Treasurer; and William N. “Bill” Reed of
Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell &
Berkowitz, PC, as Secretary. Additional
members of the 2004-2005 Board of
Directors include Chief Phillip Martin,
Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians; 
John McCullouch, BellSouth; Leland
Speed, the Mississippi Development
Authority; Anthony J. Topazi, Mississippi
Power Company; and Liles Williams,
Stuart C. Irby Company.

See more Spring Luncheon 
photo highlights inside...

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  
E V E N T  S C H E D U L E

Bill Yates Installed As President of 
the Mississippi World Trade Center
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7/21 CE Mark Seminar 
Jackson, MS

8/TBA US Trade with the Caribbean, 
Focus Cuba Seminar 
Jackson, MS

8/4-6 MS Water Resources 
Annual Meeting 
Gulfport, MS

8/19 MSWTC Advisory Board
Meeting/Summer Luncheon 
Jackson, MS

9/10-21 MDA Trade Mission to China
Qingdao, Shanghai & 
Guangzhou

9/15-17 Trade Certification Course 
Jackson, MS

9/15-18 MDA Furniture Manufacturing 
and Supply Chain Exhibition 
Shanghai, China

10/3-6 WTCA General Assembly
Geneva, Switzerland

10/6-9 MMA Annual Conference 
Gulf Coast

10/14-19 MDA Expo Cihac 
Mexico City, Mexico

10/19-21 District Export Council  
National Meeting
Memphis, TN

10/31- International Trade Fair 
11/7 Havana, Cuba

11/16-17 Safety & Security Trade Show
Vancouver, BC

11/18 MSWTC Annual Meeting 
Jackson, MS

12/8-10 National Trade Policy 
Conference/SIDO Annual 
Charlotte, NC

12/15-19 3rd Round of Negotiations 
for Commodities Purchase 
Havana, Cuba

Call 601-353-0909 for event details.

I N  T H I S  I S S U E

• Spring Luncheon Photo Gallery
• 2004 World Trade Day Conference Highlights
• CE Mark Compliance Seminar
• Start Your Own Import/Export Business... Book Review
• Letter from the President ...and more!

To submit suggestions or story ideas, please call 601-353-0909.

John McCullouch passes the President’s
gavel to William G. Yates, Jr.



S P R I N G  L U N C H E O N  P H O T O  G A L L E R Y

eminar to Cover Global Marking and Certification Systems
The Mississippi Development

Authority, in partnership with the Center for
International Regulatory Assistance (CITRA),
will sponsor an International Product
Compliance Training Program on July 21, 
2004 from 8:00 am to 4:30 pm at the
Mississippi World Trade Center. The purpose 
of the seminar is to help raise awareness 
of product marking and certification systems 
in key international markets around the world.
Whether you are a small company or large
multinational, in one market or many, this
course will help you save the time, cost, 
and frustration of being notified that your
product cannot be sold in certain markets. 

The seminar will review the structure and
requirements of the CE, the benefits and 
challenges of the CE, and an update on the
restructuring of European product regulation.

Also included in the seminar will be a 
quickguide to the worldwide marks and 
certification systems of the Americas 
(including USA, Canada, Mexico and the 
regulated NOM Mark, Argentina and the 
regulated S Mark, and Brazil) and Asia 

(including China’s CCC Mark, Japan, Korea, 
and Singapore) and essential information 
on the markets of Australia, the Russian
Federation, the Middle East, India, and Africa.

The registration deadline for this seminar 
is July 9, 2004. For more information or to 
register for the seminar, contact Marsha
Hamilton by phone (601) 359-2941 or email 
at mhamilton@mississippi.org.

The purpose of the seminar is to help raise awareness of product marking 

and certification systems in key international markets around the world.

orld Trade Day 
C O N F E R E N C E  H I G H L I G H T S

The 2004 World Trade Day Conference,
Navigating the Americas Through Regional
Partnerships, took place May 2-4 at the Beau
Rivage Resort Hotel in Biloxi, Mississippi. The
three-day event was co-sponsored by the Gulf
Coast Trade Alliance, a partnership of the
Mississippi Development Authority, the Mobile
Chamber of Commerce, The University of West
Florida - Small Business Development Center,
and the Louisiana Department of Economic
Development. The central focus of the confer-
ence was the U.S.-Chilean Free Trade Agreement
and the impending negotiations for a free trade
agreement with Central America (CAFTA) and
how regional partnerships can increase global
competitiveness in terms of attracting trade and
investment to the region.

Governor Haley Barbour opened the 
conference with a powerful speech about the
importance of embracing international trade 
and the role of multinational corporations.
Subsequent presentations focused on trade 
policy and trade opportunities in Central and
South America and were delivered by 
spokespeople from the Office of the US Trade
Representatives, the Empire State Development
Office and Commercial Officers from Brazil,
Chile, Guatemala, Honduras, and more. The
conference also touched on other aspects of
doing business internationally such as culture,
finance and law. Following the program, one-
on-one appointments with the Commercial
Officers from Brazil, Chile, Guatemala, and
Honduras were available to conferees.

Copies of the presentations from the conference 
can be found at: www.mississippi.org/
doing_busn/intl/wtdpresent.htm

MSWTC Executive Director Barbara 
Travis with Advisory Board member 
Harold Burdine of Greenville Port
Commission/Terminal

MSWTC members Heidi Herbert and Justin Williamson 
of SourceOne Video and Joy Foy of MCEDA

Outgoing President John McCullouch received the
“Crystal Globe Award” for Outstanding Presidential
Service from incoming President William G. Yates, Jr.

Michael Barranco leads the 
crowd in singing Happy Birthday
to the MSWTC in Italian.



As I accepted the
President’s Gavel for 
the 2004-2005 term 
of office, I made a
commitment to my
fellow directors and the
members of this organization to follow the 
excellent lead of its previous leaders who believed 
in the World Trade Center concept and committed
themselves to making it work in Mississippi.
Additionally I pledge to do all I can to further
strengthen its role in the state’s overall economic
development plan.  

The lines between the domestic economy and 
the global economy have blurred, and a large
portion of the future economic welfare of our state
could very well depend on the international 
acumen we are striving to develop within our
communities.  Support of international business
education is important now and, without question,
for the future.

Entering its third year of operation, the time has
come for the MSWTC to take a quantum growth
leap. The challenge for the Board is to strategically
direct and actively support that growth. My goals 
for the coming year are simple yet require a great
deal of concentrated and coordinated effort. 
Beyond expanding the existing international
educational programs and growing the membership,
I would like to see the planning and implementation
of an international business mission to a country 
of common interest and networking visits with 
other world trade centers for idea exchange and
operational comparisons. It’s time to put the 
“world” into the Mississippi World Trade Center.

I am pleased to say that we have a very strong
Board of Directors, and I look forward to interacting
with each of them as we collaborate to support the
work of the staff. The year ahead promises to be
both busy and tremendously productive with many
exciting trade events on tap starting with the summer
luncheon in August and a trade certification program
in September. I urge you to check the website often
for a schedule of events and join us when you can.

Sincerely,

William G. Yates, Jr.
Board President
Mississippi World Trade Center 

by Rob and Terry Adams, Entrepreneur Media Inc., 2003
WTC Rating: ✰✰✰ (Easy to read, entry-level information.)

Book Jacket Summary: 
Importing is not just for those lone-wolf, footloose adventurer types who survive
by their wits and the skin of their teeth. It’s big business these days — more than
$870 billion in goods and services, according to the U.S. Department of Commerce.
Exporting is just as big. In one year alone, American companies exported over
$349 billion in merchandise to 226 foreign countries. Everything from beverages
to commodes — and a staggering list of other products you might never think of
as global merchandise- are fair game for the savvy trader.

But the import/export field is not the sole purview of the big guys. According to
the U.S. Department of Commerce, large companies sell only 4 percent of all
exports. The other 96 percent — the lion’s share of the business — is wide open to
the start-up entrepreneur.

This book reports that a top import/export agent can net a healthy income by
matching buyers and sellers from around the globe, right from home. It is packed
with valuable insights and practical advice for tapping into lucrative global
markets, including overviews of the top foreign markets to help get a running start.
It covers every aspect of the start-up process including:

• How to collect money from overseas transactions
• How the government can help you find 

products and customers
• A list of newsletters, directories and U.S. 

Department of Commerce publications
• Legal aspects of import/export
• How to choose a customs broker
• A sample letter for generating contacts in 

the U.S. and abroad

This book, based on a best-selling Entrepreneur Start-Up 
Guide, can help the reader learn to be a player in the
lucrative world of international exchange.

ook Review
Entrepreneur Magazine’s

Start Your Own Import/Export Business:
Your Step-by-Step Guide to Success

MSWTC Board President 
Bill Yates

LETTER FROM THE

resident

ew Employee at MSWTC
The Mississippi World Trade Center recently welcomed a new

employee to its staff. Jennifer Miller, a graduate of The University of Southern
Mississippi, will serve as Information Specialist. Miss Miller, a Madison county
native, received her bachelor’s degree in International Business from USM’s College

of Business and Economic Development in August
2003. She also participated in a yearlong exchange
program with the University of Victoria in British
Columbia, Canada. 

As Information Specialist, Jennifer is charged with
the development and dissemination of information
and data to Mississippi World Trade Center members
as well as to the general public through periodic
reports on international business trends, trade statistics,
trade education opportunities, trade missions, and
organizational events. Her responsibilities include
oversight, maintenance and updating of the website in
conjunction with local technology consulting firm.

MSWTC’s newest employee, 
Jennifer MIller



175 East Capitol Street, Suite 255
Jackson, MS 39201

PH 601-353-0909 • FAX 601-353-0974
www.mswtc.org

To promote

international trade,

investment and tourism

through technology

and a global network

of business, governmental,

and educational partners.

Mississippi World Trade Center


